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CAT HAVEN 
Statement by Member for Cottesloe 

DR D.J. HONEY (Cottesloe — Leader of the Liberal Party) [12.53 pm]: There is no institution in WA that is 
more synonymous with the welfare of cats and kittens than the Cat Haven in Shenton Park. In my most recent visit 
to the Cat Haven I saw firsthand the passion of the staff and volunteers who care for over 14 new cats every single 
week. However, the Cat Haven is so much more than just a shelter and its role in providing key community services 
should not be underestimated. This is seen through the Cat Haven’s efforts to encourage the adoption of older, sedate 
cats within residential care homes. Regular contact with animals builds companionship and reduces isolation. By 
providing free food and health checks for cats adopted by aged-care homes, the Cat Haven has done amazing work 
to ensure that older Western Australians can access these mental health benefits. Importantly, this program also 
provides a home for older cats. WA’s rental crisis has forced many to put their beloved cats up for adoption as they 
struggle to find affordable, pet-friendly rentals. Because many people prefer to adopt kittens, the Cat Haven is struggling 
to find a home for these older cats. Although encouraging aged-care homes to adopt is one solution, I would urge 
all prospective pet owners, including members, to consider adopting an older cat. Thank you to all who work or 
volunteer at the Cat Haven for your patience and diligence in protecting the welfare of our furry friends.  
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